


WHAT DIALOGUE?
For eight centuries Islam was not visibly present in Italy, and 
many people would still like to confine it to a very special historical 
period like thatof Frederick II in the Kingdom of Sicily.

The recent wave of immigration to Italy, which started in the 1980s, 
has been the cause of an important Islamic presence once again. 
It would, however, be reductive to continue to regard these events 
from the historical, quantitative, sociological and anthropological 
points of view without taking into account their effective 
spiritual significance in the cycle of time.

In the last twenty years, the Italian Muslims belonging to 
COREIS (Comunità Religiosa Islamica) Italiana have witnessed a 
number of epoch-making changes that have renewed in Westerners 
their memory of their own sacred origins, which are also present in 
Judaism and Christianity, and, in Orientals, a renewed intellectual vision 
of the Islamic religion.

This was the original intention behind the foundation of an association 
of native-born Muslims that has organized numerous conferences, 
university lectures and training courses, and promoted publications.

Distant from any proselytism, which is unfortunately rife in all religious 
misconceptions, dialogue has become the antidote to ideological 
exploitation and the preferred means of recognizing the validity 
of the other religions.

As the founder of COREIS, Shaykh Abd al Wahid Pallavicini, put it, 
the metaphysical reference to the value of the dialogue in the continuous 
quest for a more fundamental knowledge of reality, «Is the testimony
of the universality of Islam, conveyed to our compatriots by the presence 
of us Italian Muslims, which prevents our co-religionists from feeling 
they are condemned to always being immigrants in this world that 
belongs to the One God, the one and the same for all of us, 
“the Lord of the East and the West” (Koran 73:9), the geographical 
and spiritual poles between which we ask to be helped to form a bridge».

President Shaykh Abd al Wahid Pallavicini 
(on the right) with the President of the 
Italian Republic Giorgio Napolitano



AL-WAHID 
MOSQUE 
IN MILAN
In 2000, with the unanimous approval of all the political parties, 
Milan City Council permitted the construction of the Al-Wahid Mosque – 
the second official mosque in Italy after the one in Rome – inside 
the COREIS headquarters at Via Giuseppe Meda 9 in Milan.

In the Al-Wahid Mosque there is a training school for Italian imams 
who deliver sermons in Italian every Friday.

At the same time, COREIS Italiana has had a great deal of experience with 
the immigrant communities, including the Turkish, Pakistani, Moroccan, 
Bosnian and Senegalese ones. This bears witness to the universal nature 
of Islam, which unites different peoples in a single community, the ummah, 
irrespective of their national, ethnic and cultural origins.   

Imam Yahya Pallavicni (Vice President) 
at the Grand Mosque of Lyon

Meeting at the Grand Mosque of Rome during the 
annual event called “Week of Islamic Culture”(2011)

Abd as Sabur Turrini 
(Director General) presents 
the project of Al-Wahid 
Mosque to Roberto Jarach, 
Vice President of UCEI
(Union of Italian Jewish 
Communities)



COUNCIL 
FOR ITALIAN 
ISLAM 
Since 2006 Yahya Pallavicini, imam of the Al-Wahid Mosque, has been 
invited to become a member of the Council for Italian Islam set up 
by the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the only official body catering 
for a cooperation with Muslims in Italy.

The fruitful collaboration with, firstly, the minister of Internal Affairs 
Giuseppe Pisanu, then with the minister Giuliano Amato and in 2010 
with the minister Roberto Maroni, is indicative of the need for an 
institutional dialogue.

Already in 1996 COREIS had filed with the Ministry of the Interior 
the draft of an official agreement with the Italian state and an application 
for legal status as a non-profit organization for the Islamic religion, 
obtaining the approval of the Council of State in 2002.

Imam Yahya Pallavicini with Minister 
of Internal Affairs Giuliano Amato (2007)



INTERRELIGIOUS 
DIALOGUE 
COREIS has always focused on promoting interreligious dialogue, 
especially with the Jewish community and the Catholic Church, 
thanks to its president, Shaykh ‘Abd al-Wahid Pallavicini, who was 
present in Assisi in 1986 at the ecumenical meeting organized 
by Pope John Paul II. 

In line with this approach, COREIS decided to participate, as the only 
representatives of Italian Islam, in the three world congresses of Imams 
and Rabbis for Peace, the last of which, entitled “Israel-Palestine: 
the Sacredness of Peace”, was held in Paris in 2008 as part of the 
interreligious programme of UNESCO.

In the same spirit of fraternity and collaboration, COREIS has staged 
a series of meetings in Italy entitled “Italian Imams and Rabbis in 
Dialogue”, which took place in 2007 and 2008 in six Italian cities, in 
collaboration with the Italian Rabbinical Assembly. 

With regard to the Islamic–Christian dialogue, COREIS has taken part in 
the initiatives of the group of 138 international Muslim scholars, clerics 
and intellectuals who, in 2007, sent a letter entitled “A Common Word 
between Us and You” to all the Christian authorities in the world.

Yahya Pallavicini, together with representatives of the other signatories of 
the letter, participated in the first Islamic-Catholic Forum, which was held 
in the Vatican in November 2008 in the presence of Pope Benedict XVI. 

In December 2008, as recognition «for their noble contribution to the 
development of the intercultural and interreligious dialogue promoted 
for over twenty years», the Mayor of Milan conferred  the Certificate of 
Civic Merit, the Ambrogino Award, on COREIS Italiana.





INTERNATIONAL 
ROLE 
Mention should be also made of the fruitful relations established with the 
leading international institutions of the Islamic world, including ISESCO, 
the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, forming 
part of OIC  (Organization of Islamic Cooperation, formerly Organization 
of the Islamic Conference), the most important Islamic institution, with 
over fifty member states with which a bilateral agreement was signed in 
1997; since 2005 COREIS has assumed the presidency of its Council for 
Education and Culture in the West. 

With regard to policies for religious freedom, integration and prevention 
of radicalism, COREIS has participated in a programme of cultural 
exchanges for European Muslim leaders organized by the American 
Department of State and has also taken part in numerous initiatives 
all over the world, in the following cities: New York (UN), Washington 
(Migration Policy Institute), Rome (International Organisation for 
Migration), Berlin (Konrad Adenauer Stiftung), Davos (World Economic 
Forum), Brussels (European Commission), Baku (Council of Europe), 
Vienna (OSCE, Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe) 
and, also in Vienna, it participated in the Conference of European Imams, 
promoted by the European Commission.

In 2009, the president of European Commission, José Manuel Barroso, 
included Imam Yahya Pallavicini among the European religious leaders 
invited to take part in a meeting focusing on the ethical contribution to 
governance in view of the economic and financial crisis.

H.E. Abd al-Aziz Uthman Al Twaijri,
Director General of ISESCO 
(second from right)

Meeting with Farah Pandith 
of the United States Secretary 
of State at Al-Wahid Mosque 
(2010)



SOCIAL 
COMMITMENT  
In 2006 the World Economic Forum invited the vice-president 
of COREIS, Yahya Pallavicini, to participate in the C-100 (Council of 
One Hundred Leaders) West-Islamic Dialogue in preparation for the 
annual meeting of the World Economic Forum – involving leading 
representatives of the political, business and academic worlds, and civil 
society – in Davos, and the subsequent meeting on the Middle East in 
Sharm el Sheikh in Egypt.

As a result of these meetings, a new work group of COREIS Italiana 
prepared a commentary on the third chapter – “Fraternity, Economic 
Development and Civil Society” – of Pope Benedict XVI’s encyclical 
entitled Caritas in Veritate (Charity in Truth).

At the same time, the ethical committee of COREIS drew up the rules 
and regulations for halal certification of food products, cosmetics and 
pharmaceuticals. More recently, special certification has been made 
available for the products of Islamic finance, health care and services for 
the tourist industry.

In 2010, the Italian foreign minister, Franco Frattini, involved the Ministry 
of Economic Development, the Ministry of Health and the Ministry 
of Agricultural, Food and Forestry Policies in the signing of an inter-
institutional agreement aimed at ensuring the necessary support for the 
Halal Italia project promoted by COREIS.

In 2012, on the occasion of the Week of Islamic Culture, sponsored by 
the Municipality of Rome, COREIS and ISESCO organized a forum on 
the economy and integration, intended to promote the first network of 
cooperation between Italy and the Islamic world in the fields of financial 
investment, foreign trade and international relations between politicians 
and entrepreneurs in the Euro-Mediterranean area.

Also in 2012, the minister for international cooperation, Andrea Riccardi, 
after having included COREIS among the members of the permanent 
conference on ‘Religions, Culture and Integration’, invited it to participate 
actively in the renewed group of members of the civil society engaged in 
international cooperation for development, with sustainable projects for 
social cohesion, antiradicalism, education for peace, social enterprise, 
ethical finance and the fight against poverty.   

IlhamAllah Chiara Ferrero 
(Secretary General) 
with Ministers Galan, 
Frattini and Fazio 
for the presentation 
of Halal Italia project 
(www.halalitalia.org)

Forum on Economy and Integration (Rome, 2012)
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INSTITUTIONAL 
RECOGNITION
1993
Foundation of the “Associazione Italiana Internazionale per 
l’informazione” sull’Islam (Italian International Association for 
Information on Islam), which was renamed COREIS (Comunità Religiosa 
Islamica) Italiana in 2000 following a change in its charter. 

1997-2001
Ministry of Education, Universities and Research. Islamic representatives 
in the National Committee for Intercultural Education..

1997
(Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization). International 
agreement.  

1998-2000
Ministry of Cultural and Environmental Assets. 
Islamic representatives in the National Committee for the Heritage and 
Memory of Mediterranean Culture.

2005-2011
Ministry of the Interior. Participation in the Council for Italian Islam.

2010
The president of the Italian Republic, Giorgio Napolitano, 
awarded the young members of COREIS and UGEI (Unione Giovani 
Ebrei italiani/Italian Union of Jewish Youth) a commemorative plaque in 
recognition of the success of the programme “I giovani e il futuro” 
(Young People and the Future) aimed at Italian schools.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Inter-institutional signature in support of the 
promotion by COREIS of the Halal Italia project. 

2011
Municipality of Milan. Participation in the working table with the Islamic 
community.

2012
Ministry for International Cooperation and Integration. Participation in 
the permanent conference on “Religions, Culture and Integration”. 

Ministry of Health. Participation in the work group on the theme 
“Acceptance of Cultural and Religious Specificity in Health Facilities”.

Ministry of Agricultural, Food and Forestry Policies. Participation in the 
committee dealing with the theme “Food, Culture and Peace”. 

Interreligious conference
with President Fini,
Mons. Fisichella,
Rav Laras and Shaykh
Abd al Wahid Pallavicini
at the Chamber of Deputies
(2008)

COREIS delegation receives the Ambrogino award
from the Major of Milan (2008)
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IN FAVOUR OF COREIS Italiana

Sukun Ensemble
plays traditional music

Shaykh Abd al Wahid Pallavicini
with his wife Nuriyyah
at the Teatro alla Scala
during a concert for peace



NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

VIA GIUSEPPE MEDA 9
20136 MILAN / ITALY

T. + 39 02 8393340
F. + 39 02 8393350

COREIS@COREIS.IT
WWW.COREIS.IT


